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COLLEGE CORNER]

BY FRAN VINCENT

r Il hon
university's Music school

Majoring in Performance

he study of instrumental and vocal

performance is among the longest es

tablished forms of higher music edu

cation, And while this type of intensive
rl'.'|.i||l'|‘|yl COMmes !.\|£L|'|1 out of a classical tradi
tion, music schools r|r|.|.'|:|. ofher oppor unities
I||‘] |'|'||.|\i|_i.\1|t"| ||i ||I :?.!l,""lll_“\ .\.||||.I il”‘ll'.ll!l.‘.'[lll'
Performance l|-.-;__{r-.~x"- are avatlable at conserva
tories and at schools of music within larger uni
versities, both private and |||.||'|J|L.

I _».m|'|'|- |'-ui~|-|l:tl1 at '-t||L|_\iHE[ music beyond
|1igh schoal, the first 1|1i||_':=_ you need to decide
Is '\.'.Iil.‘|r le_' ot |||._'EI1|'4'|_' .nlu want to «arn ,‘|;||||
what program you'd like to enroll in. At con
ventional lour-year UIHn'L_";'M and universitics,
performance majors can typically expect to
carn cither a bachelor of arts (B.A) or bache
lor of music (B.M.) degree, depending on the
school and the kind of program offered

A bachelor of music is generally a more in
lensive |]r':5':'_]r.'!|“, r".'{ili'“-]”.u_ MOTNE MUsLe l.-|-1.'|.‘||1."L
than a B.A., and would be preferred in careers
where the pre stige of hay ing stunelied :'igrﬂ'nuJ_\
in a specialized music program is important,
siuch as in an l:l!:ll.'1'.'|. COmpany or -‘.'1I1i:lh|||'|'. ar-
chestra. Students can major in individual sym
phonic instruments—such as any of the
woodwinds, brasses or strings, or percussion
as well as voice, ':.'jtl.itnl, andd piano. The class load
lor performance majors is u.«u.a“lt heavy, so ma
joring in more than one instrument is rare,

Another important consideration is whether

a program with a classical or jaze focus is more

suited to i :-nr_g_::.-.ﬂ. The skills and repertaire yiou
learn for classical vocal or guitar performance
will bie different from jare vocal or jaze guitas
performance, For example, classical programs
do not stress improvisational skills; repertoire,
tone pre duction and i:||ll.~||tt'-.'tu[iu|1 are more
iITlplll tant. Jaz programs, ||_'. contrast, will teach
you skills that are more translatable to pop and
rock music |'u-|'tu|'m.m|. e, such as im!ug'u wisation
and |l|ﬂ'-ing by ear. Students interested in per

fon ming pop music are usually steered toward
jazz programs. But in all cases, vou'll also be re

quired to take progressively more advanced
courses in harmony, music theory, and car train-
ing, f]{'|w|=l l:l:ig on the program anl your l.lL'l[-_l]'\_'l;'
track, you may also take conducting, compaosi-
tion and improvisation. Music history, kevboard
skills, and attending other students’ performane.
es are usually required as well.

But the core of performance study is through
CHRCE=CH =0 11"‘!“'{:1“‘5. SOIMEITMES W 1I|'I e E7r1|11.1-
ry prolessor for vour entire time at the school
You'll have opportunities to |1|.1_1. in ensemhbles,
and you'll have o perform in solo recitals and
possibly before vour peers in forum-tvpe classes,
Mo matter what program you chooge and what
major you take, he |1r|-[ur|-|| to practice! Ace ol
ing to the ci r|]r:¢1- hoard, individual practice is the
maost tme I.IIH“lIIHiIH:l m.l!'-itll. ol a performance
major’s academic lile,

But it’s that opporunity to devole ones time
tor |I.I.‘J'Llrli__'| excellence as a singer o1 E:E..‘IIH'I:'I' that

makes college performance programs special, T
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Audition Like an Ace
Although academic Consider-
ations such as GPA and standasd-
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Get the requirements
Cheack the & K reguirsments
for everny SChoal youTe apphying
10; These can be very specific and

vary greatly from school to school
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It the audition be the first t

that you performed the music n
front of ampane other than your

There is usually no need to be in
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and an od t-shirt
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Be flexible

Avdition tirme may ba lmited, so

while you must prepare to play
through all the o od music,
BQjudicators may stop
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